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Abstract
N The present study was conducted with the aim of investigating the relationship between
Received: social information processing and subclinical autism spectrum symptoms by
2024/12/29 moderating role of working memory, cognitive flexibility and mentalizing.This
Accepted: research was descriptive and correlational type and was done by structural equation
2025/04/08 modeling method. The statistical population of the research included all 12th grade
students of public schools for boys and girls in Tehran in the academic year 2023-2024,
260 of whom were selected using a multi-stage sampling method. The research tools
included the Social Information Processing - Attribution and Emotional Response
Questionnaire (SIP-AEQ), the Autism-Spectrum Quotient (AQ), the Reflective
Functioning Questionnaire (RFQ), computerized version of the Daneman and
Carpenter's Working Memory Task, and the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (WCST).
Data analysis was done using the advanced statistical method of structural equation
modeling in Smart PLS 3 software.The results showed that hostile attribution bias
(t=2/534« p=0/322) and negative emotional responses (t=2/001« 3=0/275) have a direct,
positive and significant effect on the subclinical symptoms of autism. Mentalizing has
a moderating effect on the relationship between hostile attribution bias (t=2/549¢ p=-
0/507) and negative emotional responses (t=3/164¢ B=-0/632) with subclinical
Key words symptoms of _autism: Algo, thg moderating .ro_le of working memory in the relatio_nship
Cognitive between hostile attribution bias and subclinical symptoms of autism was conflrm_ed
Flexibility _(t=4/389_‘ B=—O/394): In sum, the present study showed th_e relatlon§h|p _betwee_n soc_lal
Mentalizin,g Social mformgt!on processing and subclinical symptoms of autism, and in this relationship,
Information’ mentalizing and working memory had a moderating roIe.Accordmg to the results qf f[he
Processing research, the use_of Mentallz_atlon-Based_ Treat_ment (l\_/IBT)z Working Memory Traln_lng
Subclinicél Autism (WMT) and Social Information-Processing Skills Training is suggested to the therapists
Spectrum Symptoms,
Working Memory
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