[ Downloaded from jep.khu.ac.ir on 2024-05-15 ]

Journal of Cognitive psychology
June 2022, VVolume 10, Issue 2

Examining the role of the three principles of personal contact, action, and double effect
on moral decision making

Adel Bazram®, Mahdi Khanjani 2", Mohammad Asgari ®, Saeed Rezvani Nejad *
! MA in Psychology, Alameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran.
2 Assistant Professor, Alameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran. khanjani_m@atu.ac.ir

3
4

Associate Professor, Alameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran.
MA in Psychology, Alameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran

Citation: Bazram A, Khanjani M, Asgari M, Rezvani Nejad S. Examining the role of the three
principles of personal contact, acting, and double effect on moral decision making. Journal of
Cognitive Psychology. 2022; 10 (2):56-71 [Persian].

Key words
Moral dilemma,
Moral decision
making, Action
Principle,
Principle of
double effect,
Contact Principle

Abstract

The three principles of double effect, personal contact, and action are
suggested as the chief psychological mechanisms affecting human moral
decision making in trolley dilemmas. The purpose of current research was to
investigate the claim of the universality of these principles and their role in
moral decision making in trolley dilemma in the oriental culture of Iran. In
this research, using a semi-experimental single group pre-test-post-test design,
four scenarios were used adopted from similar research. The statistical
population of this research was the general population active in social media.
The sample consisted of 235 participants with an average age of 30.34.
Among the subjects, 143 were women and 92 were men. "McNemar" test was
used for statistical analysis. Based on the results, the effect of all three
principles on the ethical decision making of the subjects in trolley dilemma
was confirmed significantly (Pvalue>0.05). Therefore, this research shows
that all three principles of personal contact, action, and double effect are
effectively influencing moral decision making.
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2 Moral decision making
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* Foot, P.
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® Contact-no contact principle or personal contact-
impersonal contact principle or contact principle

” Action-inaction or action-omission or Doctrine of
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